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Andre Temple			 
UT Institute for Public Service
175 Clement Hall, Martin, TN 38238
731/881-3077 l 731/881-7059
andre.temple@tennesse.edu

Tom Tucker
City of Goodlettsville
105 S. Main Street, Goodlettsville, TN 37072
615/851-2204 l 615/851-2212
ttucker@cityofgoodlettsville.org

Emily Sullivan
Gibson Electric Membership Corporation
P.O. Box 47, Trenton, TN 38382
731/562-1610 
esullivan@gibsonemc.com

Emily Jones
Industrial Board of Montgomery County
25 Jefferson Street, Clarksville, TN 37041
931/245-4348 l 931/645-1574
ejones@clarksviile,tn.us

Ordis Copeland
Industrial Development Board  
for the City of Millington
7965 Veterans Parkway,  
Millington, TN 38053
901/872-8700
ocopeland@xipline.com

Ashley Cates
TN Cable Telecommunications Association
611 Commerce Street Suite 2706,  
Nashville, TN 37205
615/256-7037 l 615/254-9710
ae@tcta.net

Stacey Briggs
TN Cable Telecommunications Association
611 Commerce Street Suite 2706, 
 Nashville, TN 37205
615/256-7037 l 615/254-9710
sb@tcta.net

Kathy Barber
Oak Ridge Partnership
1400 Oak Ridge Turnpike,  
Oak Ridge, TN 28211
barber@orcc.org

Steve Helms
Walbridge Southern
8514-130 McAlpine Drive,  
Charlotte, NC 28211
704/362-4125
shelms@walbridge.com

Duane Lavery
Southwest Tennessee Development District
1469 S. Main Street,  
Covington, TN 38019
901/313-1072
duane.lavery@steda

Wayne Tansil
Askew Hargraves Harcourt & Associates
3009 Davies Plantation Road,  
Lakeland, TN 38002
901/372-0404 l 901/373-4002
waynet@a2h.com
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Upcoming Meetings:

March 4, 2009
TEDC Day on the Hill  
and Legislative Event
Nashville, TN

April 29th - May 1st 2009
Spring Conference
Destin, FL

Tim Thompson 
East Tennessee Director,
(President of Anderson County  
Economic Development Association)

Walt Wood Elected TEDC President, Eight Others Named To TEDC Board
Your board for the 2008-2009 year consist of:

Walt Wood
President, 
(CEO of Shelbyville-Bedford 
County Chamber of Commerce)

 Doug Lawyer
Immediate Past President
/Legislative Liaison,
(Director of Economic Development for 
Knoxville Area Chamber Partnership)

Donald Hurst
Secretary-Treasurer, 
(President of Carter  
County Tomorrow LLC)

Paul Latture
Vice President, 
(President/CEO of the Jackson 
Area Chamber of Commerce)

Paul LaGrange
State Liaison, 
(TN Dept. of Economic &  
Community Development)

Mike Evans
SEDC Director, 
(Vice President of Clarksville  
Montgomery County EDC)

Spencer Sessions
West Tennessee Director, 
(TVA)

Holly S. Weber
Middle Tennessee Director, 
(Vice President of Economic Development  
for Rutherford County Chamber of Commerce)

Coming 
Soon 2009 
Directory!



During this year’s annual awards banquet, two 
committed leaders in the economic development 
field were recognized for their dedication to our 
state and their communities. Matt Kisber was 
recognized as the Fred Harris Professional of 
the Year and Claude Ramsey was named the Jim 
Spradley Volunteer of the Year.

Matt Kisber, Commissioner of the Tennessee 
Department of Economic and Community  
Development, served 20 years in the State 
Legislature before his appointment as 
Commissioner in 2003. In the Legislature, 
Kisber was instrumental in crafting many of the 
programs and statutes that currently define 
Economic Development for the State of 
Tennessee. In the Tennessee General Assembly, 
Kisber served as chairman of the Finance, Ways 
and Means Committee, which is responsible for 
the state’s $19.5 billion budget. He received 
state and national acclaim for his leadership, 
developing innovative solutions to a wide  
range of budgetary and business  
development challenges.

As Commissioner of the Tennessee Economic 
and Community Development Department, 
Kisber has worked to strengthen economic 
development partnerships both domestically 
and internationally. His keen focus on high-level 
customer service has proven successful when 
working with private industry, local governments, 
chambers of commerce and other economic 
development groups.

“Commissioner Kisber led the way as Tennessee 
had another banner year attracting over $1.5 

billion in new business investments and more 
than 12,000 new jobs,” noted Walt Wood, TEDC 
President and CEO of the Shelbyville-Bedford 
County Chamber of Commerce. “Matt Kisber has 
kept a consistent focus on developing business 
infrastructure in all parts of our state.”

Under the direction of Governor Phil Bredesen , 
Commissioner Kisber’s department developed 
Tennessee’s FastTrack program, which provides 
timely responses and services to companies 
seeking to make an investment in Tennessee. 
FastTrack has quickly become recognized as one 
of the top economic development initiatives in 
the country.

“Tennessee is fortunate to have such a skilled 
group of economic development professionals 
and a governor who is a highly effective leader 
in economic development,” said Kisber. “It is 
a sincere honor to receive this award from an 
organization that has done so much for the 
State of Tennessee.” 

Claude Ramsey has a distinguished record of 
public service and volunteerism. He served two 
terms as a State Representative in the Tennessee 
General Assembly. He was a member of the 
Hamilton County Board of Commissioners and 
served as Assessor of Property from 1980 to 
1994. Claude Ramsey has served as the Hamilton 
County Mayor for the past fourteen years. His 
volunteer board service includes Chattanooga 
State Technical Community College, United 
Way, Erlanger Hospital, Hamilton County Farm 
Bureau, Chattanooga Neighborhood Enterprises, 
The Rivercity Company, and Orange Grove 
Center for the mentally handicapped and the 
Highway 58 Volunteer Fire Department.

Mayor Ramsey has worked closely with the 
Chattanooga Chamber and Tennessee Department 
of Economic Development to generate  

economic opportunities. Senator Lamar Alexander, 
Congressman Zach Wamp and Governor Phil 
Bredeson all singled out Mayor Ramsey for his 
role in attracting the Volkswagen North America 
assembly plant to the Enterprise South Site. 
Congressman Wamp stated, “Claude Ramsey 
goes about his job quietly and with determination. 
When it comes to economic development, 
Claude gets things done.”
	
Mayor Ramsey recently played a pivotal role in 
a $200 million expansion at the Alstom plant in 
Chattanooga. He also secured federal funding 
for the development of the Hamilton County 
Center for Entrepreneurial Growth (CEG) that 
assists entrepreneurs in developing new  
businesses featuring advanced technology. 

 “Claude Ramsey is extremely deserving of this 
honor,” said Walt Wood, TEDC President and 
Director of the Shelbyville-Bedford County 
Chamber of Commerce. “He is an ambassador  
for the State of Tennessee’s economic  
development efforts and his record of giving 
back to the community shows the true spirit  
of volunteerism.”

“The Tennessee Economic Development Council 
is an organization I am proud to be associated 
with,” stated Ramsey. “I am truly honored by 
this award.”

Professional Of The Year, Volunteer Of The Year  
Announced At Fall Conference Blue Sponsors

Tennessee Department of Economic  
   and Community Development
Tennessee Valley Authority
Tennessee Dept of Labor & Workforce Development
University of Tennessee Institute for Public Service

Red Sponsor
CSX Transportation

White Sponsors
West Tennessee Industrial Association

Wednesday Early Bird Reception
AT & T
Matteson-Hudson Construction Company

Thursday Continental Breakfast
CN Railway

Thursday Coffee Break
Doster Construction

Lunch
Rutherford County Chamber of Commerce
Shelbyville-Bedford County Chamber

Thursday Evening Reception
Boult Cummings Conners & Berry
JE Crain
 	
Thursday Evening Dinner
Southwest Tennessee Development District
H & M Company, Inc.
Memphis Regional Chamber
Jackson Area Chamber of Commerce
TTL, Inc.
SRC Technology Solutions

Friday
Continental Breakfast
Knoxville Chamber of Commerce

Friday Coffee Break
Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce

Door Prize Sponsors
Oak Ridge Economic Partnership

General Conference Sponsors
Brasfield & Gorrie
Clarksville-Montgomery County EDC
Cookeville Area-Putnam County Chamber 
Dyersburg/Dyer County Chamber of Commerce 
Economic Development Board of Blount County
East Tennessee Economic Development Agency
Forcum Lannom Contractors, LLC
Gresham Smith & Partners
Jackson Energy Authority
Journal Communications 
USDA Rural Development
 
Hospitality Suite
TW Frierson Contractors, Inc.
Rentenbach Constructors, Inc.

Thank You 
Sponsors

visit us at tnedc.com

President’s Message, Walt Wood 

We’re in for an exciting year which started with the Fall Conference,  
September 24-26, 2008 in Jackson, Tennessee. The excellent event was 
the result of President Elect Paul Latture, and ably assisted by Suzie 
Lusk. Our Annual Awards were presented to Volunteer of the Year  
Hamilton County Mayor Claude Ramsey, and Professional of the Year 
Commissioner Matt Kisber. We had quite a few very informative sessions 
by Commissioners Farr, Kisber, and Neeley. In addition, we were treated 
to an overview of how Chattanooga landed the Volkswagen Project by 
Trevor Hamilton. There were also several other sessions on broadband, 
TVA, SEDC, UT/CIS, and Labor & Workforce Development. 

Upcoming events will continue to follow our TEDC tradition of bringing 
value to our members with informative and useful topics at our meetings. 
Activities for 2009 will include Day on the Hill, Regional Meetings, plus 
the Spring and Fall Conferences.

During the coming year I plan to continue the focus on communications 
and involvement by members in events and activities. In addition, we 
must continue to support initiatives that help our state retain existing 
industries, and at the same time seek new investments that create  
jobs. With your help we can continue to have great events, take care  
of business, and have some fun doing it.

Please feel free to contact me anytime you have comments, questions,  
or suggestions. Thanks for the opportunity to serve as your President.
931-684-3482 or wwceo@bellsouth.net.

Past President’s Message, Doug Lawyer

I want to thank TEDC members and the Board for allowing me the opportunity  
to serve as President of our organization over the past year and a half. During 
this time, I think we have continued doing what TEDC does best, providing a 
forum for discussion of economic development issues, and just as important, we 
have continued to offer exceptional opportunities for networking amongst 
our members.   

I am especially proud of the work our Board has done to reach out to new 
members in our organization. Our retention rate for current members is 
strong, so it is important to nurture new members to grow our organization.  
You will continue to see new member orientation sessions held at both our 
Spring and Fall Conferences.

Finally, the Board of TEDC deserves a great deal of thanks. Their countless 
hours of work by all members of the Board to make our organization what it 
is today. There are always things that members can do to become involved 
whether it be to nominate someone for one of our annual awards, participate 
in a legislative study committee, help to organize a regional meeting, or 
refer a new member. It takes a group effort to make TEDC successful, and it’s 
been an honor to lead this effort.      
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